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From The Presidents Desk

First  of all let me wish you a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.

Please note  the  next BRAARC  Meeting will be Jan 8th, 2009. at the Big Rapid DPS . 

Ham In a Day class has been scheduled  for Saturday,  March 28th, in room 109 of the  West Commons.

Cabin Fever potluck has  been scheduled for

Jan. 31st 2009 in place of the  club breakfast.

The potluck will take place at the  West campus

 community Center at noon.

 Finally  let  me thank all of my officers and Board members for all their  hard work.

Jim Orlowski  N8PUG


BRAARC December 4, 2008 Meeting Minutes 

Call to order:  7:04pm at Big Rapids DPS, by President Jim N8PUG

Guests:  Jeff Sell K8OE from Mecosta

Announcements:

· Emergency Committee Meeting: December 11, 2008, 7:00pm, Central dispatch

· Club meeting in January changed to the 8th due to the Holiday

Secretary’s Report: November 6, 2008 minutes submitted by Shila KD8IAL thanks to Val KD8IAM (discussed and approved)

Treasurer’s report: December 2008 financial report submitted by Sue KC8IFP (discussed and ap​proved)

· Starting to get dues payments

Old Business

· 6 Meter Repeater - Don WA4FRJ, talked to Peter W8PET regarding the 6 meter repeater.  It has to be moved by spring.  Jim N8PUG will talk with Fritz NI8E and start the process.
· Club Equipment – Don WA4FRJ has volunteered to donate space in his storage unit for club equip​ment.  A motion was made to gather the club equipment and for the committee to decide what should be in storage.  Motion was approved. Tom KB8TYJ will have a key for club access.  Com​mittee members: Chair Mike KD8DIB, Tom KB8TYJ, Steve KD8DHZ, Don WA4FRJ, & Fritz NI8E 
· Salvation Army – Jim N8PUG has been in contact with Melinda at the Salvation Army regarding our club members volunteering to ring the bell at Walmart on Saturday, December 13, 2008 from 4pm to 6pm.  Anyone interesting let Jim know ASAP.
· Sky Warn – Tom KB8TYJ invited everyone to participate in the 2008 Sky Warn Recognition Day.  Tom and Sue have signed up to work at the GR weather office from 1pm to 3pm (weather permit​ting).  
Tech Corner

· Jim N8PUG led an informative discussion regarding the TV Conversion from analog to digital that will take place on February 17, 2009.

New Business

· Ham in a Day – Discussion regarding holding another ham in a day class.  It was decided to have the class on Saturday, March 28, 2009 at FSU.  The class/study will be facilitated by BRAARC members.  Phil KC8QOV will confirm no conflicts Ferris’s calendar, Mike KD8DIB will reserve the West Commons.  Advertising opportunities were discussed as follows: website, BR Pioneer, 9&10 News, newsletter, Emergency Managements of surrounding counties, Ferris cable channel 7, flyers to 4H, boy scouts, girl scouts and schools.  John KC8BAR will be contacted to help with advertising.
· Newsletter – All information for the January newsletter has to be to Phil KC8QOV by December 19, 2008.
· 2009 club meetings – The Big Rapids DPS building is available for all of the 2009 club meetings.  Sue KC8IFP, will get the 2009 meeting schedule and dues notice to Phil KC8QOV for the newslet​ter.
· Net Control Raffle – Jim N8PUG winner of $25 
· Non Profit Corporation Information Update – The club needs to have 3 directors listed on the non profit paperwork.  The club moved and approved the following directors:  Peter W8PET, Gary WB8WIA, and Don WA4FRJ.
Program: 

Tom KB8TYJ and Mike KD8DIB, gave a presentation on Anderson Power Poles.

Wrap up items:

· Club Potluck – instead of club breakfast January 31, 2008 at noon, West Campus Community Cen​ter, Mike KD8DIB to reserve 

· Treats: January meeting Sue Behler 

· 50/50 winner: Gary W8BWIA

· Next Breakfast:  January 3, 2009, Sharon’s in Rogers Heights, 8:30am
· Next meeting:  January 8, 2009 at Big Rapids DPS @ 7pm
Adjourned: approximately 8:45pm

Respectfully Submitted, Secretary Shila Kiander, KD8IAL

**********************************************************************************

Updated Club Announcements

1.  Important upcoming events:

     A.  Next Emergency Committee meeting Thursday: December 11 at 7 p.m. at 911 Central Dispatch.

     B.  Next  club breakfast Saturday: January 3 at 8:30 a.m. at Sharon’s restaurant in Rogers Heights.  Talk-in on the 146.740 Big Rapids 2-meter repeater for anyone needing directions.

     C.  Next BRAARC club meeting Thursday: January 8 at 7 p.m. at the Big Rapids Department Of Public Safety Building, 435 N. Michigan in Big Rapids.

     D.  Cabin Fever Pot Luck Saturday: January 31 at 12 noon at the Ferris State University West Campus Community Center.

     E.  Ham-in-a-day class Saturday: March 28th in room 109 of the Ferris State University West Commons building.

2.  Club nets:

     A.  440 general net on 443.900 repeater Sunday evenings at 7:30 p.m.—

     B.  2-meter general net on 146.74 repeater Tuesday evenings at 9 p.m.

     C.  Local ARES/RACES net on 146.74 2-meter repeater the second and fourth Wednesday of the month at 9 p.m.

3.  If you would like to serve as net control for one or more of the BRAARC club nets, contact Tom Behler:  KB8TYJ).

E-mail:  kb8tyj@arrl.net
or

ttbehler@charter.net
HAM IN A DAY is scheduled for Saturday, March 28, 2009, in Room 109 of the West Commons Building on Ferris State Campus.  More details as we approach the date for the class.

BrainTeaser

   Don WA4FRJ

These are just awful (and a little tricky) but fit the time of year. We’ve seen some before.

1.  What is white, lives at the North Pole and runs around naked?

2.  Why do birds fly south for the winter?

3.  What always comes at the end of Christmas Day?

4.  What could you find at the North Pole that has teeth but cannot chew?

5.  What does Santa give a 600 lb. gorilla for Christmas?

6.  Can you spell "hard water" only using three letters?

7.  In which month does Santa Claus eat the least?

8.  What should you do if a reindeer eats your pencil?

9.  At the North Pole you cannot take a picture of an elf with a red shirt. Why not?

10. What do you call a blind reindeer?

11. What kind of water never freezes?

12. What do you call a reindeer with three eyes?

13. What do reindeer have that no other animals on earth have?
Last Month’s BrainTeaser

Sue is putting a backup camera on their motor home. It looks backwards so she can see what is behind her when backing up.  The display will be built into the dash. 

There is a switch on the display that allows reversing the left and right sides of the picture. What setting on the switch should Sue use, the normal or the reverse settings?  Why?

Answer:

Sue should use the reverse setting on her display. This is because the camera is looking toward the back. Objects on the driver’s side of the vehicle will show up on a normal display as being on the right.  Since the display is on the dash the driver will see the see the object on the wrong side, i.e. on the right side, not the driver’s side. Thus the reverse setting will show the object in the correct place, i.e. to the driver’s left.  

Some License Questions

   Don MacConnel, WA4FRJ

Here are two questions that were on the Radio Amateur exam sixty years ago. They are from the twenty-five cent, 1948 ARRL License Manual and are equivalent to the present General license grade. 

If you lived in our area you could go to the FCC office in Detroit on Wednesday or Friday and take the exam. If you didn’t want to drive that far you could go to Grand Rapids but had to wait, as the manual says, “until some time in January and April.”  

The amateur exam required 13 words per minute of International Morse code. The manual points out that the code test is required “regardless of whether the prospective amateur is only going to use phone communication.” A minimum of one minute of perfect copy was required. 

Look at these two questions from the Class B license.  Present license requirements seem a great deal easier. Also today’s multiple-choice questions are good memory joggers. Most of the questions in the old exam required an essay type of answer, some calculations or a schematic. 

1. Draw a simple diagram of a peak modulation monitor that will indicate when 100% modulation occurs or is exceeded.

2. Why is a full-wave rectifier preferable to a half-wave rectifier?

Clearly the questions are dated in terms of technology although others in the series required calculations of crystal frequency stability that might be required in building today’s home brew rigs.

We have to respect the old time hams. They built most of their gear and, of course, it was all vacuum tube based. High voltages as high as two or three thousand volts were common on big rigs and WW II surplus parts found their way into many stations. Handy talkies (That’s where the term HT comes from) had tons of batteries and little vacuum tubes that managed to squeak out a few watts.  

Radio Shack had an ad in the back of the 1948 manual. They advertised receivers, transmitters and all sorts of parts to help a ham build a station.  Things do change.

We’ve seen many changes in our hobby and with more emphasis on operating and less on home brew rigs we have a much larger group enjoying the hobby. Is that good?  I think so but miss the excitement of building rigs that could dim the lights in the neighborhood
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My sincere thank you to Jim and the rest of the members of The Big Rapids Area ARC for the card of sympathy and for the individual words of comfort I have received.   A very special thank you for the donation to the Parkinson's Center. 

The card and your kind words have meant a great deal to me, and your gift will help patients and families deal with this debilitating disease. 

Again, thank you very much. 


Bruce Werner, WB8TVD

         Time to pay your 2009 YEARLY DUES

Your  dues  payment  IS  DUE  JANUARY  1, 2009.   If dues are not paid before  March 1, 2009, your name will be dropped from active membership. Send in your dues payment right now so that your membership will not be interrupted. Thank you for your continued support of our club and the hobby of  amateur  radio.

Call:_____________ Class:___________ Name: ____________________________

Address:______________________________________________________________

City: __________________________________ State:_________ ZIP: ___________

E-mail Address:________________________________________________________

Dues $25.00 for 2009. _____________ Donation: ____________________

 Checks should be made payable to : 

                     Big Rapids Area Amateur  Radio Club (BRAARC). 

Mail your check and this form to 

Sue Behler

511 Spring Street 
Big Rapids, MI 49307

 or bring your dues to the next meeting.

CHU TO QSY JANUARY 1ST

The CQ Newsroom reports: "Canadian time/frequency standard station CHU -- a fixture for decades on 7335 kHz -- will change
frequency to 7850 kHz at 0000 UTC on January 1, 2009. The move comes as a result of the International  Telecommunication Union's decision in 2007 to expand the 40-meter ham band in Europe and Africa (Region I) to 7000-7200 kHz. It was previously 7000-7100 kHz, with -- as every 40-meter DXer knows --  international broadcasting allocated from 7100-7300 kHz.

    As part of the 40-meter expansion, the international broadcast band was shifted to 7200-7350 kHz. As broadcasters began relocating, CHU on 7335 began experiencing significant interference. Thus, officials at Canada's National Research Council which operates CHU, decided to move the time/frequency standard station's transmissions to 7850 kHz as of thebeginning of 2009. The complete NRC announcement (English version) is online at:
http://inms-ienm.nrc-cnrc.gc.ca/common_files/stories/chu/communique_e.pdf
FOR SALE:  40' steel tower (5 - 8' sections), with top, but no base.   May have slight bend.   Currently on the ground in two sections (under snow/ice/etc.).   You haul, $40.   Bruce, WB8TVD.   Evenings, (231) 796-2749.
MERRY CHRISTMAS & A HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL!!!!

MAY 2009 BE THE BEST YEAR FOR ALL.

MAY THE BRAARC PROSPER.
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